


SLEEPER
Family Trust

SPEAKER SERIES

Created in 1975, the Sleeper Family 
Trust sponsored its first production in 
February 1982. Mark Twain Tonight, 
starring Hal Hlbrook, marked the 
beginning of a long tradition of 
nationally and internationally 
acclaimed arts and educational events 
made possible by the generosity of the 

Sleeper Family. 
  Alan Sleeper created the family trust in memory of his 
grandfather Lyman, his father A.R. 
(Roy), and his brother, John.  
  In 1994, the assets of the trust 
increased by more than $1 million 
when John Sleeper’s widow, Virginia 
Sleeper Creitz—who had subsequently 
married Dale P. Creitz—bequeathed to 
the trust her entire residual estate. 
  Alan took an active role in seeing that 
the trusts mission was fulfilled, in fact, 
until  his death in 2012 at the age of 95, Alan acted as an 
advisor in choosing performances to be underwritten by 
the trust and periodically attended the sponsored events. 
Since 1981, the Sleeper Family Trust has provided over 
$2.6 million for programming.
  It was always a dream of Alan’s to bring a speaker series 
to the Bowlus much like the Landon Lecture Series in 
Manhattan. It is with great pleasure that the trust were 
able to make this dream a reality in the 2022-23 Bowlus 
Fine Arts Center Season.



Thank You
To Our Performance Sponsors!

SLEEPER FAMILY TRUST

Season Sponsors:
B&W TRAILER HITCHES

MONARCH CEMENT COMPANY

Media Sponsors:
THE IOLA REGISTER • KIOL99.3 • KIKS101.5 • 

MURFIN MEDIA • KOAM TV+

Performance Sponsor:

Wild Bloom Coffee
Thrive Allen County







Friday,
September 11, 2026

7 PM
205 E. Madison Ave., Iola, KS 66749  • www.bowluscenter.org •  (620) 365-4765 

BILL W. AND DR. BOB

SLEEPER
Family Trust

SPEAKER SERIES

Presents



Ronnie Marmo
BILL W.
Ronnie Marmo is thrilled to be back to reprise his role as Bill 
W. Marmo, currently on a National Tour and just celebrated 9 
years and 485 performances of his critically acclaimed show, 
“I’m Not A Comedian... I’m Lenny Bruce” which received 
massive critical acclaim during the show’s sit down runs at 

the Royal George and Venus @ Mercury Theater. Marmo is an acclaimed 
playwright, director and actor who has starred in more than 60 feature films and 
television shows, most recently guest starring on “FBI: Most Wanted” and 
currently recurring on “Ghosts” both on CBS. Marmo enjoyed a three-year run on 
ABC’s “General Hospital” as Ronnie Dimestico. On stage, he has starred in more 
than 40 plays. He serves as the Artistic Director of Theatre 68 (68 Cent Crew 
Theatre Company) in Los Angeles and New York City.

BILL W. and DR. BOB CAST

Steve Gelder
DR. BOB
Steve Gelder is honored to be reprising the role of Dr. Bob, 
after incredible runs in Los Angeles, Chicago and Oregon. 
Born and raised in North Dakota, Steve has managed to ap-
pear on a number of slightly cheesy cable TV shows (“1000 
Ways To Die”, “I Didn’t Know I Was Pregnant”, “Your Kid Ate 

What?”), and in quality plays involving nakedness around L.A. (“Strip: The Play”, 
“Live Nude Girl”, “Reclining Nude On La Cienega”, “The Boob Chronicles”). Three 
feature films he acts in are scheduled for release in 2026 (“The Infinite”, “Ami-
tyville: Session 13”, “Alien Heart”) and he is currently popular in vertical shorts. 
He has produced films under his Beef Tips On Rice Productions banner, screen-
ing in over 60 film festivals internationally, winning dozens of Audience Choice 
& Jury Awards and twice being honored with “Best Of The Fest”. He has worked 
as an editor on several popular television shows and is also an award-winning 
columnist and stand-up comedian. From Steve: “Thanks so much to Theatre 68, 
Ronnie & Janelle, all of my castmates, past & present, and my supportive, amaz-
ing wife, Grae. Love you so much, Baby!”

Katherine Wettermann
LOIS WILSON
Katherine Wettermann is thrilled to reprise her role as Lois 
Wilson after performing shows in both Chicago and on tour in 
Oregon. Recent stage credits include The Outsider (Buffalo 
Theatre Ensemble), Mauritius (Parker Players Theatre), and 
Rumors (MadKap Productions). Katherine was recently seen 

as recurring co-star Nurse Owens in Chicago Fire. Represented by Talent X 
Alexander. Education: University of Miami. KatherineWettermann.com



Elizabeth Rude
ANNE SMITH
ELIZABETH RUDE is thrilled to return to the role of Anne in 
Bill W. and Dr. Bob touring with Theatre 68. Select 
Chicagoland credits include A Jukebox for the Algonquin, The 
Explorers Club, Don’t Dress for Dinner, Deathtrap (Citadel 
Theatre), A Fine Feathered Murder, The Drag Seed (Hell in a 

Handbag Productions), The Shadows of Birds (Glass Apple Theatre), California 
Suite, The Wind Phone (Madkap Productions), The Book of Will (Edge of the 
Wood Theatre), Mrs. Sorken, The Ferris Wheel (Oil Lamp Theater), Soldier’s 
Heart (Clockwise Theatre), Noises Off!, Necessary Targets (Big Deal 
Productions), Clybourne Park (Harper College), Doubt, a Parable (Oakton 
College), Moon Over Buffalo (GTG). Love to Al, Sean, & Carmen!

Phil Aman
MAN
Phil Aman is thrilled to reunite with the cast for this touring 
production of “Bill W. and Dr. Bob”. Recent stage credits 
include: King Herod in “Salomé”, John D’Agata in “The 
Lifespan of a Fact” (Parker Players), Nathan Spandrel in 
“The Angels of Lemnos” (Clark Week Productions), Philip in 

“Mauritius” (Parker Players), Principal Benson in the world premiere of “The 
Totality of All Things” (Redtwist) and Pastor Manders in Ibsen’s “Ghosts” 
(Gwydion). Films include the dark thriller “One Step Closer to Hell” with Logan 
Avenue Productions, the pilot for “Winona” with Star of Magnolia Productions and 
several short films including, “Soundcheck”, “I Memorized Your Sadness” and 
“Love and Other Homicides”.

Janelle Marmo
WOMAN
Janelle Marmo is so excited to be rejoining the cast this time 
in the role of the ‘Woman’. Marmo is an Actress, Comedian 
and Producer. She recently has been seen on Criminal Minds 
in the role of ‘Katie Rollo’, has worked on TV and Film 
projects for CBS, ABC and NBC, trained and performed 

Improv and Sketch Comedy on House Teams at The People’s Improv Theater 
and Standup at various venues around the country. She has filmed commercial 
spots for Albertson’s, Xbox, Universal Studios and others. She also has been a 
proud member of Theatre 68 since 2019.

FOLLOW THEM
Instagram: BillWandDrBobOnStage
Facebook: BillWandDrBobOnStage
BILLWANDDRBOBONSTAGE.COM



RAISE THE CURTAIN: 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

We warmly invite you to support our Annual Raise the Curtain Fund, a 
continuation of what many will remember as the Bowlus Operations Fund. This 
renamed initiative carries forward the tradition of sustaining our beloved center, 

ensuring that its doors remain open and its mission fulfilled. Contributions 
directly assist with essential day-to-day operations, including utilities, 

professional services, office materials, equipment upkeep, and building repairs. 
Your ongoing generosity helps safeguard the Bowlus for generations to come! 

The Bowlus would like to recognize and express our appreciation to the following individuals, 
families, and businesses who have made financial contributions to the Bowlus this year. 

Visit: bowluscenter.org/givetoday

BRAVO!	
Jim & Mary Ann Arnott
Kevin & Amanda Hensel
In Memory of Kendra
Dr. Richard & Jan Knewtson

Gifts of $1,000 or more
Walt & Mary Ann Regehr
David & Debra Roe
Dee & Paula Sell

STANDING OVATION Gifts of $500 - $999
Diana Asher
Linda Johnson

The Schooler Family
Cathy Taylor

STANDING ROOM ONLY Gifts of $250 - $499
Mary Ann Magnuson & Dr. Max Patterson
Donna Lower-Nord

Bill Shirley
Walter & Karin Wulf

APPLAUSE Gifts of $100 - $249
Alice Bolin
Trent & Regina Chriestenson
Allen Community College-
In Memory of Andy Dunlap
Tim & Kecia Frevert
Alan & DeAnn Hauser
Stan & Donna Grigsby
Bud Jones

Dan Julich- In loving Memory of 
Loretta Julich
Margaret Lesher
Ken & Kit McGuffin
John & Georgia Masterson
Van & Ellen Thompson
Paul Zirjacks

CURTAIN RAISER Gifts of $50 - $99
In Memory of Ken Groves and Bill Shirley



The FRIENDS OF THE BOWLUS mission is to promote activities at the 
BOWLUS FINE ARTS CENTER, to provide needed resources to help 
purchase major equipment and enhance the beauty of the building. 
Over the years our members have volunteered countless hours at the 
center, donated to various large equipment purchases and contributed to 
building improvement projects. Our most recent success was completing 
 a capital campaign drive resulting with the beautiful addition of the 

new east entrance and plaza area. 

We’d like to take a moment to thank those members who have renewed their membership for 
this new year and to welcome and thank our brand new members joining us in celebration of the 
performing arts in this incredible treasure of a facility. Those listed below are members and those 
with an asterik ( ) have given a gift byond their memberships dues this year. We’d love to add you 
to the list!
    	 -Jan Knewtson, President, FRIENDS OF THE BOWLUS, INC.

Friends of the Bowlus Membership July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026

RUBY LEVEL MEMBERS $100
Jonathan & Dawny Adams 
Allen County Chiropractic- 
Dr. Steven Leonard D.C. 
Jim & Mary Ann Arnott
Diana Asher 
Don & Donna Bauer
Rick & Rita Berntsen
Alice Boler Bolin
Kay Jean Brown
Dale & Carol Buck
Janice K. Buckjune
Trent & Regina Chriestenson
Drs. Ryan & Ceri Coffield
Otis and Ruby Crawford
Casey Diver
Doug Dunlap 
Beverly Franklin 
Timothy & Kecia Frevert
Jim & Karen Gilpin
Stanley & Donna Grigsby
Harry and Barbara Haag
David & Mary Kay Heard
Amanda & Kevin Hensel 
Donna Houser
Gregg & Roxanne Hutton
Iola Insurance Associates-Debbie Taiclet
James & Carol Immel
Linda Johnson
Mary Joseph
Dr. Richard & Jan Knewtson 
Mary Lacy 
Lonnie & Stephanie Larson 
Vernon & Karen Lee  

Margaret Lesher
Donna Lower-Nord
John & Georgia Masterson
Ken & Kit McGuffin
The Monarch Cement Company
Jeremy & Mandy Moyer
Deanie Olinger
Joe & Carol Olson
Kevin & Glenda Pargman
Dr. Max H. Patterson & Mary Ann 
Magnuson 
Maxine Perkins
Mark J. Peters
John & Tammy Prather
StClair-Hays Inc.
Lisse Regehr
Walt & Mary Ann Regehr
David & Debbie Roe
Larry P. Ross Family 
Larry & Angie Rourk
The Schooler Family
Dee & Paula Sell 
Ron & Edna Seufert
Robert & Josie Shaughnessy
John & Vera Shafer-Sheehan
Bill Shirley
Steve & Kelly Sigg
Tim & Violeta Rodriguez Stauffer
Dr. Wesley & Lori Stone
Ed & Brenda Stratman
Tom & Julie Strickler 
Bob & Julie Tholen
Toronto Lumber Company



RUBY LEVEL MEMBERS $100

Earl T. Walter
Alan Weber
Leon & Mary Weber 
Hellen Welch
Sharon Whitworth 

Dr. Samuel L. & Elizabeth Wilcox
J.D. & Jill Wilks 
Dick & Karen Works
Walter & Karin Wulf
Paul L. Zirjacks

EMERALD LEVEL MEMBERS $75
Roger Carswell
Roger Fogleman
Rick & Jessica Morrsion

Richard & Paula Sutherland
Ken & Debbie Taiclet

SAPPHIRE LEVEL MEMBERS $50 
Carol Chrisenberry
Ron & Irene Coltrane
Neil & Roberta Crane
Dianna Cuppy
Dave & Lisa Fontaine
Ann C. Houk

Caroline Jones
Duane & Judy McGraw
Ken McWhirter
Personal Service Insurance, Inc.
Lois A. True
Sharon Utley

Officers: Board: Members:
Jan Knewtson, President Ceri Coffield Chelsea Lea

Stephanie Larson, Vice-President Donna Grigsby Julie Tholen

Carol Olson-Secretary Jessica Morrsion Jill Wilks

Rita Berntsen-Treasurer Angie Rourk Ken McWhirter

Tom Strickler, Member-at-Large

2026-2027 Friends of the Bowlus, Inc. Board of Directors

Go to bowluscenter.org/Friends to learn more about the 
Friends of the Bowlus and how to join. 

Or scan the QR Code to join today!



BOWLUS FINE ARTS CENTER STAFF
Mandy Moyer.…………...........................................................................Executive Director
Carley Swanson..........................................Financial Director/Assistant Projects Director
Jeff Jordan ………………………….........................Facility Manager/Technical Director
Bryan Johnson...........................................................................Assistant Technical Director
Brady Drury...............................................................................................Head Maintenance

BOWLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jennifer Taylor (President), Dan Willis (Vice-President), Doug Dunlap, Tony Leavitt, 
John Masterson, Lisa Wicoff, and John Wilson.

BOWLUS COMMISSION
Matt Rehder (City Administator) (Chair),  Ken McWhirter (Vice Chair) 
Amanda Stamness (Secretary), Dan Davis, Stanley Grigsby, Jan Knewtson (Friends 
of the Bowlus) Katrina Springer, Tony Works, and David Lee (County Commissioner).

BOWLUS USHERS
Linda Brocker, Carolyn Cantrell, Lori Cooper, Elizabeth Cox, Timothy Cox, Carol 
Crawford, Larry Crawford, Diana Dashnaw, Dan Davis, Marcia Davis, Donna Grigsby, 
Sandy Haggard, Missy Irwin, Linda Johnson, Bud Jones, Carol Kemp, Shelia Lampe, 
Halie Luken, Michelle McDown, Wayne McDown, Valerie McGee, Judy McGraw, 
Jeremy Moyer, Carol Olson, Marie Parker, Andi Reynolds, Lorraine Kuzen-Stephens, 
Wayne Stephens, Julie Tholen, Vickie Tholen, Marla Wilson, Robin Withrow, and Karen 
Works.

WILL CALL ASSISTANT
Marla Wilson

BOX OFFICE SERVICES
ONLINE: www.bowluscenter.org
BY PHONE: 620.365.4765 (M-F 9 AM – 4 PM)
IN PERSON: 205 E. Madison Avenue, Iola, KS (M-F 9 AM – 4 PM)
DAY OF SHOW: Lobby Box Office (Open 1 hr prior to the start of show)

TICKET POLICIES 
TICKET SALES FINAL 
All ticket sales are final and no refunds will be given, unless one of the following excep-
tions occur: (1) refunds required to correct errors or 
mistakes in the online ordering process, or errors made by Bowlus staff, or (2) in the 
event of a Bowlus Cultural Attraction event cancellation, when and only when, another 
date and time cannot be negotiated 
between the presented artist and/or production.

FORFEITURE 
Tickets which are not picked up in will-call or are otherwise not 
redeemed at the event are considered as used or forfeited and no 
refund or exchange will be provided.

		
		



ACCESSIBILITY
The Bowlus Mainstage Accessible Restroom is located on the west end of the Main 
Lobby. (Those not requiring an accessible restroom, please use the restrooms in the 
lower lobby).

Wheelchair and Companion Seats are available for those with mobility needs, either 
online or at the Box office.

Assisted Listening devices are available for all performances. Please ask Ushers or ask 
at the Will Call Box.

AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE
Please be courteous to other audience members. Remember to turn off or silence all 
electronic devices and refrain from checking e-mail, texts, or social media during the 
show as the device backlight is disturbing to others. If you must excuse yourself during 
the performance, please do so quietly during breaks in the program and NOT during a 
performance. We ask that you please take any noisy or restless 
children to the lobby.

Scan code for digital version of the program: 

S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  3 ,  2 0 2 6  @  7  P M

C r e i t z  R e c i t a l  H a l l

HIROYAHIROYA

TSUKAMOTOTSUKAMOTO

HIROYA

TSUKAMOTO





THE ARTS

THE ARTS

STRONG
COMMUNITIES
NEED STRONG
LOCAL NEWS

In communities like 
ours, trusted local 

news is part
of what holds the 

community together. 

302 S. Washington Ave., Iola
(620)  365-2111 • iolaregister.com

SPORTS

SCHOOLS

CIVIC LIFE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT



I’M NOT A 
COMEDIAN...I’M 

LENNY BRUCE
9.12.2026 | 7 PM

SPECIAL EVENT

RECITAL SERIES

HIRO 
TSUKAMOTO 

10.3.2026 | 7 PM

 

HEDY!
10.9.2026 | 7 PM

SPEAKER
SERIES

MUSIC SERIES

SHAUN JOHNSON
BIG BAND EXPERIENCE 

10.24.2026 | 7 PM


