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To Our Performance Sponsors!
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Series Sponsor:
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Health System

Media Sponsors:
THE IOLA REGISTER • KIOL99.3 • KIKS101.5 • 

MURFIN MEDIA • KOAM TV+
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Wild Bloom Coffee







Bowlus Main Stage

205 E. Madison Ave., Iola, KS 66749  • www.bowluscenter.org •  (620) 365-4765 

Saturday, October 24, 2026
7 PM

2026-2027 Season



SHAUN JOHNSON
The Shaun Johnson Big Band 
Experience is a rare, newcomer 
to traditional pop fusing a big 
band spirit with an inventive 
edge and garnering a Top 5 
Billboard spot with the release 
of their first album. Shaun, an 
Emmy award-winning 
crooner, indelibly stamps vocal 
jazz and swing with a contem-
porary punch - to the delight of 
both traditionalists and new-
comers emerging as an original 
voice in the American Songbook 
narrative. 
 
Shaun seemed destined for 
a life of music from the very 
beginning. “One of my earliest 
memories,” he says, “is of 

performing at state fair talent shows with my little sister. We’d 
sing Sonny and Cher songs - a cappella - when neither of us 
was quite tall enough to reach the microphone.” Those acappella 
origins proved prescient when Shaun later launched his musical 
career with the nationally known vocal group, Tonic Sol-fa. This 
quartet has sold nearly two million albums independently and 
has been featured in Newsweek and on the Today Show. Shaun 
is still an active member. 
 
In 2018, Shaun fueled a lifelong passion and assembled an 
octet featuring some of the best instrumentalists and arrangers 
in the Midwest, people who’ve toured with numerous luminar-
ies, who are Music Educators of the Year and who are integral 
members of collegiate jazz faculties. His vision was to spearhead 
a big band renaissance: to create a contemporary Pop Big Band 
sound with a nod to Lake Street Dive and Michael Buble, while 
giving this music his own twist, performing songs ranging from 
the “Spiderman Theme” to increasingly popular original work. 
 
Look for the Big Band Experience’s recent appearance on HBO’s 
“Hard Knocks,” as well as their first PBS special, “Spirit of the 
Season,” to air across North America.





All For  
Allen County
We’re All For  
the neighborhoods and communities 
we call home.  
 
From everyday care to lifesaving 
treatments, we’re bringing leading-edge  
care to every corner of our region. 

Because every moment  
deserves exceptional care. 

Saint Luke’s is proud to be part of BJC Health.   
FIND CARE



RAISE THE CURTAIN: 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

We invite you to support our Annual Raise the Curtain Fund, formerly the Bowlus 
Operations Fund. Your gift directly supports the essential daily operations that keep our 
building running, from utilities and services to equipment upkeep and repairs. Your 
generosity keeps the Bowlus thriving for generations.

The Bowlus would like to recognize and express our appreciation to the following individuals, 
families, and businesses who have made financial contributions to the Bowlus this year. 

tickets.bowluscenter.org

BRAVO!	
Jim & Mary Ann Arnott
In Memory of Ken Groves
Kevin & Amanda Hensel
In Memory of Kendra
Dr. Richard & Jan Knewtson

Gifts of $1,000 or more
Walt & Mary Ann Regehr
David & Debra Roe
Dee & Paula Sell
In Memory of Bill Shirley

STANDING OVATION Gifts of $500 - $999
Diana Asher
Linda Johnson

The Schooler Family
Cathy Taylor

STANDING ROOM ONLY Gifts of $250 - $499
Mary Ann Magnuson & Dr. Max Patterson
Donna Lower-Nord
Bill Shirley

Tim Wilhelm
Walter & Karin Wulf

APPLAUSE Gifts of $100 - $249
Barbara Diehl
Alice Bolin
Trent & Regina Chriestenson
Allen Community College-
In Memory of Andy Dunlap
Tim & Kecia Frevert
Stan & Donna Grigsby
Patrick & Nancy Haire
Alan & DeAnn Hauser
John & Jenna Higginbotham

Bud Jones
Dan Julich- In loving Memory of 
Loretta Julich
Margaret Lesher
Ken & Kit McGuffin
John & Georgia Masterson
Ben & Jennifer Taylor
Van & Ellen Thompson
Paul Zirjacks

CURTAIN RAISER Gifts of $50 - $99
In Memory of Ken Groves and Bill Shirley



The FRIENDS OF THE BOWLUS mission is to promote activities at the 
BOWLUS FINE ARTS CENTER, to provide needed resources to help 
purchase major equipment and enhance the beauty of the building. 
Over the years our members have volunteered countless hours at the 
center, donated to various large equipment purchases and contributed to 
building improvement projects. Our most recent success was completing 
 a capital campaign drive resulting with the beautiful addition of the 

new east entrance and plaza area. 

We’d like to take a moment to thank those members who have renewed their membership for 
this new year and to welcome and thank our brand new members joining us in celebration of the 
performing arts in this incredible treasure of a facility. Those listed below are members and those 
with an asterik ( ) have given a gift byond their memberships dues this year. We’d love to add you 
to the list!
    	 -Jan Knewtson, President, FRIENDS OF THE BOWLUS, INC.

Friends of the Bowlus Membership July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027

RUBY LEVEL MEMBERS $100
Jonathan & Dawny Adams 
Allen County Chiropractic- 
Dr. Steven Leonard D.C. 
Jim & Mary Ann Arnott
Diana Asher 
Don & Donna Bauer
Rick & Rita Berntsen
Alice Boler Bolin
Kay Jean Brown
Dale & Carol Buck
Janice K. Buckjune
Trent & Regina Chriestenson
Drs. Ryan & Ceri Coffield
Otis and Ruby Crawford
Casey Diver
Doug Dunlap 
Beverly Franklin 
Timothy & Kecia Frevert
Jim & Karen Gilpin
Stanley & Donna Grigsby
Harry and Barbara Haag
David & Mary Kay Heard
Amanda & Kevin Hensel 
Donna Houser
Gregg & Roxanne Hutton
Iola Insurance Associates-Debbie Taiclet
James & Carol Immel
Linda Johnson
Mary Joseph
Dr. Richard & Jan Knewtson 
Mary Lacy 
Lonnie & Stephanie Larson 
Vernon & Karen Lee  
Margaret Lesher

Rhonda Mosby
Donna Lower-Nord
John & Georgia Masterson
Ken & Kit McGuffin
The Monarch Cement Company
Jeremy & Mandy Moyer
Deanie Olinger
Joe & Carol Olson
Kevin & Glenda Pargman
Dr. Max H. Patterson & Mary Ann 
Magnuson 
Maxine Perkins
Mark J. Peters
John & Tammy Prather
StClair-Hays Inc.
Lisse Regehr
Walt & Mary Ann Regehr
David & Debbie Roe
Larry P. Ross Family 
Larry & Angie Rourk
The Schooler Family
Dee & Paula Sell 
Ron & Edna Seufert
Robert & Josie Shaughnessy
John & Vera Shafer-Sheehan
Bill Shirley
Steve & Kelly Sigg
Tim & Violeta Rodriguez Stauffer
Dr. Wesley & Lori Stone
Ed & Brenda Stratman
Tom & Julie Strickler 
Bob & Julie Tholen
Toronto Lumber Company



RUBY LEVEL MEMBERS $100

Earl T. Walter
Alan Weber
Leon & Mary Weber 
Hellen Welch
Sharon Whitworth 

Dr. Samuel L. & Elizabeth Wilcox
J.D. & Jill Wilks 
Dick & Karen Works
Walter & Karin Wulf
Paul L. Zirjacks

EMERALD LEVEL MEMBERS $75
Roger Carswell
Roger Fogleman
Rick & Jessica Morrsion

Richard & Paula Sutherland
Ken & Debbie Taiclet

SAPPHIRE LEVEL MEMBERS $50 
Carol Chrisenberry
Ron & Irene Coltrane
Neil & Roberta Crane
Dianna Cuppy
Dave & Lisa Fontaine
Ann C. Houk

Caroline Jones
Duane & Judy McGraw
Ken McWhirter
Personal Service Insurance, Inc.
Lois A. True
Sharon Utley

Officers: Board: Members:
Jan Knewtson, President Ceri Coffield Chelsea Lea

Stephanie Larson, Vice-President Donna Grigsby Julie Tholen

Carol Olson-Secretary Jessica Morrsion Jill Wilks

Rita Berntsen-Treasurer Angie Rourk Ken McWhirter

Tom Strickler, Member-at-Large

2026-2027 Friends of the Bowlus, Inc. Board of Directors

Go to bowluscenter.org/Friends to learn more about the 
Friends of the Bowlus and how to join. 

Or scan the QR Code to join today!



BOWLUS FINE ARTS CENTER STAFF
Mandy Moyer.…………...........................................................................Executive Director
Carley Swanson..........................................Financial Director/Assistant Projects Director
Jeff Jordan ………………………….........................Facility Manager/Technical Director
Bryan Johnson...........................................................................Assistant Technical Director
Brady Drury...............................................................................................Head Maintenance

BOWLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jennifer Taylor (President), Dan Willis (Vice-President), Doug Dunlap, Tony Leavitt, 
John Masterson, Lisa Wicoff, and John Wilson.

BOWLUS COMMISSION
Matt Rehder (City Administator) (Chair),  Ken McWhirter (Vice Chair) 
Amanda Stamness (Secretary), Dan Davis, Stanley Grigsby, Sarah Hart, Jan Knewtson 
(Friends of the Bowlus) Katrina Springer, and John Brocker (County Commissioner).

BOWLUS USHERS
Linda Brocker, Carolyn Cantrell, Lori Cooper, Elizabeth Cox, Timothy Cox, Carol 
Crawford, Larry Crawford, Diana Dashnaw, Dan Davis, Marcia Davis, Donna Grigsby, 
Sandy Haggard, Missy Irwin, Linda Johnson, Bud Jones, Carol Kemp, Shelia Lampe, 
Halie Luken, Michelle McDown, Wayne McDown, Valerie McGee, Judy McGraw, 
Jeremy Moyer, Carol Olson, Marie Parker, Lorraine Kuzen-Stephens, Wayne Stephens, 
Julie Tholen, Vickie Tholen, Marla Wilson, Robin Withrow, and Karen Works.

WILL CALL ASSISTANT
Marla Wilson

BOX OFFICE SERVICES
ONLINE: www.bowluscenter.org
BY PHONE: 620.365.4765 (M-F 9 AM – 4 PM)
IN PERSON: 205 E. Madison Avenue, Iola, KS (M-F 9 AM – 4 PM)
DAY OF SHOW: Lobby Box Office (Open 1 hr prior to the start of show)

TICKET POLICIES 
TICKET SALES FINAL 
All ticket sales are final and no refunds will be given, unless one of the following 
exceptions occur: (1) refunds required to correct errors or mistakes in the online 
ordering process, or errors made by Bowlus staff, or (2) in the event of a Bowlus 
Cultural Attraction event cancellation, when and only when, another date and time 
cannot be negotiated between the presented artist and/or production.

FORFEITURE 
Tickets which are not picked up in will-call or are otherwise not 
redeemed at the event are considered as used or forfeited and no 
refund or exchange will be provided.

		
 



ACCESSIBILITY
The Bowlus Mainstage Accessible Restroom is located on the west end of the Main 
Lobby. (Those not requiring an accessible restroom, please use the restrooms in the 
lower lobby).

Wheelchair and Companion Seats are available for those with mobility needs, either 
online or at the Box office.

Assisted Listening devices are available for all performances. Please ask Ushers or ask 
at the Will Call Box.

AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE
Please be courteous to other audience members. Remember to turn off or silence all 
electronic devices and refrain from checking e-mail, texts, or social media during the 
show as the device backlight is disturbing to others. If you must excuse yourself during 
the performance, please do so quietly during breaks in the program and NOT during a 
performance. We ask that you please take any noisy or restless children to the lobby.

Scan code for digital version of the program: 

THURSDAY, NOV. 5 @ 7 PM
CREITZ RECITAL HALL



  



THE ARTS

THE ARTS

STRONG
COMMUNITIES
NEED STRONG
LOCAL NEWS

In communities like 
ours, trusted local 

news is part
of what holds the 

community together. 

302 S. Washington Ave., Iola
(620)  365-2111 • iolaregister.com

SPORTS

SCHOOLS

CIVIC LIFE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT



Upcoming Events
RECITAL SERIES

FAB5
11.5.2026 | 7 PM

 

A SYMPHONY OF 
THE SEASON

12.5.2026 | 7 PM

IOLA AREA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

FAMILY SERIES

TAKE3
CHRISTMAS

12.13.2026 | 7 PM

MUSIC SERIES

QUEENZ THAT 
ROCK

1.16.2027 | 7 PM


