


Thank You
To Our Performance Sponsors!

SLEEPER FAMILY TRUST
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!

Season Sponsors:
B&W TRAILER HITCHES

MONARCH CEMENT COMPANY

Media Sponsors:
THE IOLA REGISTER • KIOL99.3 • 

KIKS101.5 • MURFIN MEDIA • 
KOAM TV+

Performance Sponsors:
Community National Bank & Trust • 

Emprise Bank • The Chanute Tribune 



Proudly Supports the 
Bowlus Fine Arts Center

Bowlus Main Stage

205 E. Madison Ave., Iola, KS 66749  • www.bowluscenter.org •  (620) 365-4765 

Saturday, March 7, 2026
7 PM



Cheya Potter, Chinese Pole, Clown, Group Acrobatics, 
originally from Seattle, WA, is a professional circus artist 
with a specialty in Chinese Pole. She started her circus 
journey at the age of twelve in the world of youth circus. 
By the time she was in high school Cheya had dived head 
over heels into her love for circus and eventually found 
her way to Circus Smirkus Big Top Tour (2015-2017). 

Knowing she wanted to pursue a career in circus arts, Cheya attended Necca’s 
Protrack Program graduating in 2019. Since graduating she has performed all 
over the world and worked with companies including Cirque du Soleil, Circa, 
and Seven Fingers. Beyond Chinese Pole, Cheya has extensive performance 
experience in acrobatic and aerial 
disciplines. She also loves creating new things and working with other people.

‘The Kids’ - Banquine, Juggling, Acrobatics, 
Hailing from St Louis, MO, Oliver Layher is a 
multidisciplinary circus artist specializing in hand to 
hand. He began his circus journey at the age of 9, 
erforming hundreds of shows in St. Louis and around the 
United States. After graduating high school, he contin-
ued his circus education at the National Circus School in 
Montreal, Canada, where he graduated in 2022. He also 

participated in the International Circus Festival Young Stage in 2022, winning 3 
prizes. His performing journey has brought him all over the US, Europe, 
Australia and even international waters. In addition to his circus artistry, Oliver 
enjoys playing music, particularly piano and violin, and also sings in a choir.

‘Red’ - Handbalancing on Canes, Hoops, Originally from 
Seattle, Clara Scudder-Davis, is an acrobat specializing 
in hand balancing and hula hoops. She found her way to 
circus after studying dance and theatre, and fell in love 
with its playful rigor, creative community, and space for 
curiosity. After completing the professional formation at 
the Quebec Circus School in Canada, she worked with 
companies including Acting for Climate Montreal, Ma-

chine de Cirque, and Circa. Alongside her circus career, Clara has concurrently 
earned her BA in psychology from Concordia University in 
Montreal.  Clara is excited to join Circus Evo for this season of Solstice!  
 

‘The Kids’ - Banquine, Juggling, Unicycle, Cora Williams 
is a circus artist from Ithaca, Ny. She grew up playing 
sports and transitioned into circus in her early teens. She 
trained unicycle, juggling, arial silks and acrobatics in 
Ithaca under her coach Amy Cohen then moved and con-
tinued training in Montreal, Wilton, San Diego and Las 
Vegas. During that time she had completed 3 tours with 
Circus Smirkus and created a show with her acro trio in 

Louisiana. When not flipping and flying around Cora enjoys, baking, journaling, 
watching food networks and working on her ever growing list of hobby’s. 

Meet the Team
‘Mr. Biz’ - Clown, German Wheel, Jeremy  Cifonie, is an 
American circus artist who specializes in aerial rope, 
German wheel, and clown. Most recently, Jeremy has 
performed with the Flynn Creek Circus, Cirque 
Mechanics, Cirque Us, and Cirque Dreams Holidaze, 
among other productions. He is well known for bringing 
a rather intentional sense of play to all his work, be it 
performing or coaching, and takes pride in maintaining a 
well-developed technical sense in each of his disciplines. 

Outside of the circus, he enjoys making coffee, mailing vintage postcards, and 
playing his gameboy. @jermichaelcircus

Show Director, Houston Odum is a Circus Director from 
North Carolina, U.S. He founded the Activate 
Entertainment Project (Now Circus EVO) amidst the 
Pandemic in October of 2020 in order to provide 
meaningful, live experiences which are accessible to the 
public in North Carolina and beyond. Since its founding, 
Circus EVO has produced popup performances, large 
outdoor productions, and full-length theatrical shows. 

Houston’s creative process empowers and brings together artists of all 
backgrounds and disciplines.

Composer/Singer, NC-based singer and composer Bella 
Nona has over a decade of deep roots performing in the 
Triangle area. Her performances can be heard busked in 
the streets of downtown Durham or on the stages of the 
Cat’s Cradle and the Haw River Ballroom. She is currently 
part of the artist collective OnlyUs and performs her 
original material around the triangle. A songbird of many 
different genres, her sound spans ne o-soul, bossa nova, 

indie rock, and dark folk. Her new album ‘Beautiful Fish’ can be heard on all 
major streaming platforms.

‘The Kids’ - Banquine, Juggling, Unicycle, Brimming with 
titillated fervor, Reid Williams is ecstatic to debut with 
Circus Evo! A New Orleans born and raised actor, For their 
life, Reid cannot seem to sit still; studying classical acting 
technique in England, and Italy. Reid has performed 
nationally in Film, television, theater, and circus. He is 
a graduate of The Hartt School BFA program, San Diego 
Circus Center, and currently oscillates between Las Vegas, 

and his home in New Orleans. Reid continues to combine his 
passions for elevating theatrical narrative with circus in his work, and is proud 
to call this ensemble home for the spring! As we Cajuns say: “Oh, I’m sorry, I 
didn’t see you there.”   

Meet the Team



BRAVO!	
Jim & Mary Ann Arnott
David & Mary Kay Heard
Dr. Richard & Jan Knewtson
Kevin & Amanda Hensel
In Loving Memory of 
Steven & Cecelia Orcutt

Gifts of $1,000 or more
Walt & Mary Ann Regehr
David & Debra Roe
Dee & Paula Sell
Dr. Earl Walter

STANDING OVATION Gifts of $500 - $999
Diana Asher Iola Senior Citizens

STANDING ROOM ONLY Gifts of $250 - $499
Phillip & Sherry Ekstrom
Iola Rotary Club
Linda Johnson
Donna Lower Nord

The Schooler Family
Brecken Scott
Robert & Julie Tholen

APPLAUSE Gifts of $100 - $249
Fred Gardner
Stan & Donna Grigsby
Alan & DeAnn Hauser
Ken & Kit McGuffin
Mary Ann Magnuson & Dr. Max Patterson

Playscape LLC
Bill Shirley
Tom & Julie Strickler
Benjamin & Jennifer Taylor
Albert & Virginia Ysusi

CURTAIN RAISER Gifts of $50 - $99
Joyce Atkinson
Heartland Meadows LLC
April Hudson
Mary Knudsen

Bill Mentzer
Connie Rutledge
Jane Stout

RAISE THE CURTAIN: 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

We warmly invite you to support our Annual Raise the Curtain Fund, a 
continuation of what many will remember as the Bowlus Operations Fund. This 
renamed initiative carries forward the tradition of sustaining our beloved center, 

ensuring that its doors remain open and its mission fulfilled. Contributions 
directly assist with essential day-to-day operations, including utilities, 

professional services, office materials, equipment upkeep, and building repairs. 
Your ongoing generosity helps safeguard the Bowlus for generations to come! 

The Bowlus would like to recognize and express our appreciation to the following individuals, 
families, and businesses who have made financial contributions to the Bowlus this year. 

Visit: bowluscenter.org/givetoday

Elly’ - Dance Backup, Adrienne Powell (Fayetteville, NC) 
studied ballet/ pointe, tap, jazz, lyrical, and contemporary, 
winning awards for groups and solos. She is a graduate of 
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, where she 
received a BFA in Choreography and Performance. She is 
growing her skills as a performer and dance educator while 
performing and collaborating with various professional 
artists across multiple disciplines in North Carolina, 

including NC Underground, Rogue Artistry, and Made in NC.

‘The Kids’ - Banquine, Juggling, Owen Lawson-Spratley is 
from the small town of   Wilton New Hampshire and lived 
there most of his childhood. He grew up training Diablo, 
juggling, and acrobatics at The Flying Gravity Circus. He 
has completed three summer tours with Circus Smirkus 
and attended school in Massachusetts and San Diego. 
Now Owen lives and trains in Las Vegas NV with his trio 
Cora and Reid. When not on stage Owen enjoys hiking, 

camping, skiing and eating good food. 

Light Designer & Co-Creator, With a love for the live 
entertainment industry, Amanda Fisk, has been in the 
world of lighting design and technology since 2014. Her 
journey has taken her across the states, and she is 
currently based in Denver, Colorado. She graduated with 
her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Lighting Design and 
Technology from UNC School of the Arts.This is her third 

year with Circus EVO and she is thrilled to continue 
lighting circus arts. Notable credits include Assistant Lighting Designer for Fran-
co Dragone and Criss Angel’s ‘Amystika’, Assistant Lighting Designer for the first 
national tour of ‘& Juliet’, and Lighting Designer for “Dance Nation” for Phamaly 
Theater Group. She additionally works as a theater consultant for Charcoalblue. 
 

‘Elly’ - Cyr Wheel, Elly Craig is a circus artist, storytell-
er, and human connection enthusiast who thrives on the 
weird, the funny, and the unexpected. Whatever they’re 
up to, they bring a mix of humor, heart, and a fearless 
willingness to be foolish. Their work invites audiences to 
slip out of reality and into the present laughing, feeling, 
and seeing the world from a fresh perspective. A natural 
organizer and advocate, Elly is passionate about creating 

inclusive spaces where people feel seen, celebrated, and free to be themselves. 
Follow the antics at @ellylouisecraig!

Not Pictured
Sarah Garrett, Production Manager • Evan Hausthor, Production Manager • 

Eli Thomas, Assistant Lighting Designer • Liz Shekhterman, Production 
Electrician & Light Director • Kelly Mullins, Stage Management Intern • 

Emma Thomas, Props Artisan • Majestic Scenic Company, Painted Drop Artisan

Meet the Team



The FRIENDS OF THE BOWLUS mission is to promote activities at the 
BOWLUS FINE ARTS CENTER, to provide needed resources to help 
purchase major equipment and enhance the beauty of the building. 
Over the years our members have volunteered countless hours at the 
center, donated to various large equipment purchases and contributed to 
building improvement projects. Our most recent success was completing a 
capital campaign drive resulting with the beautiful addition of the new east 

entrance and plaza area. 
We’d like to take a moment to thank those members who have renewed their membership for 
this new year and to welcome and thank our brand new members joining us in celebration of the 
performing arts in this incredible treasure of a facility. Those listed below are members and those 
with an asterik (*) have given a gift byond their memberships dues this year. We’d love to add you to 
the list!
    	 -Jan Knewtson, President, FRIENDS OF THE BOWLUS, INC.

Friends of the Bowlus Membership July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026

RUBY LEVEL MEMBERS $100

EMERALD LEVEL MEMBERS $75

SAPPHIRE LEVEL MEMBERS $50 

Roger Carswell
Roger Fogelman
Betty Miller
Sharon Moreland
Steve & Kelly Sigg

Ken & Debbie Taiclet
Bob & Julie Tholen
Iola Insurance Associates, 
Debbie Taiclet & Chrissy Womelsdorf

Donald W. Bain
Shirley Blomquist
Carol Chrisenberry
Ron & Irene Coltrane
Neil & Roberta Crane
Joe & Mary Ann Cunningham
Dianna Cuppy
Barbara Diehl
Dave & Lisa Fontaine
Ann C. Houk
Sarah Huskey
Don & Shelia Lampe

Duane & Betty McCammon
Duane & Judy McGraw
Gary & Janice Parker
Maxine Perkins
Ron & Edna Seufert
John & Vera Shafer-Sheehan
Bill Shirley
Ben & Jennifer Taylor
Lois A. True
Max & Beth Ann Turner
Sharon Utley
Utley’s Auto Body

2025-2026 Friends of the Bowlus, Inc. Board of Directors

Officers: Board: Members:
Jan Knewtson, President Ceri Coffield Chelsea Lea

Stephanie Larson, Vice-President Donna Grigsby Julie Tholen

Carol Olson-Secretary Jessica Morrsion Jill Wilks

Rita Berntsen-Treasurer Michelle McDown Jessica Morrison

Tom Strickler, Member-at-Large Ken McWhirter

Jonathan & Dawny Adams
Allen County Chiropractic- 
Dr. Steven Leonard D.C.
Jim & Mary Ann Arnott
Diana Asher*
Don & Donna Bauer
Rick & Rita Berntsen
Alice Boler Bolin
Dale & Carol Buck
Janice K. Buckjune
Bob & Jackie Chase
Drs. Ryan & Ceri Coffield
Community National Bank & Trust
Trent and Regina Chriestenson
Otis and Ruby Crawford
Diana Dashnaw & Wayne Stephens
Jeff & Tammy Dieker
Doug Dunlap
Beverly Franklin
Kecia & TimFrevert
Jim & Karen Gilpin
Stanley & Donna Grigsby
Harry and Barbara Haag
Patrick and Nancy Haire
David & Mary Kay Heard
Amanda & Kevin Hensel*
Gregg & Roxanne Hutton
Jim & Carol Immel
Lorenzo & Jackie Jensen
Linda Johnson
Mary Joseph
In Memory of Loretta Julich
Dr. Richard & Jan Knewtson*
L.C. and Mary Lacy
Lonnie & Stephanie Larson*
David & Tracy Lee
Vernon & Karen Lee
Nicholas & Robin Lohman

Donna Lower-Nord
Susan Lynn & Brian Wolfe
John & Georgia Masterson
Mary Rosacker McDonald 
The McDown Family
Ken & Kit McGuffin
Kathy McMurray
Alexander & Alison Mih
Miss Chelsea’s Dance Academy
The Monarch Cement Company
Rick & Jessica Morrsion
Jeremy & Mandy Moyer
Penelope & Albert Nagy, Jr.
Deanie Olinger*
Joe & Carol Olson*
Dr. Max H. Patterson & Mary Ann 
Magnuson*
Mark J. Peters
John & Tammy Prather
StClair-Hays Inc.
Steven & Jill Reed
Lisse Regehr
Walt & Mary Ann Regehr
David & Debbie Roe
Larry P. Ross Family*
The Schooler Family
Dee & Paula Sell
Robert & Josie Shaughnessy
Ed & Brenda Stratman*
Tom & Julie Strickler*
Richard & Paula Sutherland
Toronto Lumber Company
Pat & Debra Tynon
Bill & Cara Walden
Earl T. Walter
Alan Weber
Faith Weber

Go to bowluscenter.org/Friends to learn more about the 
Friends of the Bowlus and how to join. 

Or scan the QR Code to join today!

RUBY LEVEL MEMBERS $100 
Weber Seed Serivce LLC
Judith A. Welch
Sharon Whitworth
J.D. & Jill Wilks
Steve & Annette Womack

Dick & Karen Works
Joe & Jane Works
Walter & Karin Wulf
Albert & Virginia Ysusi
Paul L. Zirjacks



ACCESSIBILITY
The Bowlus Mainstage Accessible Restroom is located on the west end of the Main 
Lobby. (Those not requiring an accessible restroom, please use the restrooms in the 
lower lobby).

Wheelchair and Companion Seats are available for those with mobility needs, either 
online or at the Box office.

Assisted Listening devices are available for all performances. Please ask Ushers or ask 
at the Will Call Box.

AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE
Please be courteous to other audience members. Remember to turn off or silence all 
electronic devices and refrain from checking e-mail, texts, or social media during the 
show as the device backlight is disturbing to others. If you must excuse yourself during 
the performance, please do so quietly during breaks in the program and NOT during a 
performance. We ask that you please take any noisy or restless 
children to the lobby.

BOWLUS FINE ARTS CENTER STAFF
Mandy Moyer.…………...........................................................................Executive Director
Carley Swanson..........................................Financial Director/Assistant Projects Director
Jeff Jordan ………………………….........................Facility Manager/Technical Director
Bryan Johnson...........................................................................Assistant Technical Director
Brady Drury...............................................................................................Head Maintenance

BOWLUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jennifer Taylor (President), Dan Willis (Vice-President), Doug Dunlap, Tony Leavitt, 
John Masterson, Lisa Wicoff, and John Wilson.

BOWLUS COMMISSION
Matt Rehder (City Administator) (Chair),  Ken McWhirter (Vice Chair) 
Amanda Stamness (Secretary), Dan Davis, Stanley Grigsby, Jan Knewtson (Friends 
of the Bowlus) Katrina Springer, Tony Works, and David Lee (County Commissioner).

BOWLUS USHERS
Linda Brocker, Carolyn Cantrell, Lori Cooper, Elizabeth Cox, Timothy Cox, Carol 
Crawford, Larry Crawford, Diana Dashnaw, Dan Davis, Marcia Davis, Donna Grigsby, 
Sandy Haggard, Missy Irwin, Linda Johnson, Bud Jones, Carol Kemp, Shelia Lampe, 
Halie Luken, Michelle McDown, Wayne McDown, Valerie McGee, Judy McGraw, 
Jeremy Moyer, Carol Olson, Marie Parker, Lorraine Kuzen-Stephens, Wayne Stephens, 
Julie Tholen, Vickie Tholen, Marla Wilson, Robin Withrow, and Karen Works.

WILL CALL ASSISTANT
Marla Wilson

BOX OFFICE SERVICES
ONLINE: www.bowluscenter.org
BY PHONE: 620.365.4765 (M-F 9 AM – 4 PM)
IN PERSON: 205 E. Madison Avenue, Iola, KS (M-F 9 AM – 4 PM)
DAY OF SHOW: Lobby Box Office (Open 1 hr prior to the start of show)

TICKET POLICIES 
TICKET SALES FINAL 
All ticket sales are final and no refunds will be given, unless one of the following excep-
tions occur: (1) refunds required to correct errors or 
mistakes in the online ordering process, or errors made by Bowlus staff, or (2) in the 
event of a Bowlus Cultural Attraction event cancellation, when and only when, another 
date and time cannot be negotiated 
between the presented artist and/or production.

FORFEITURE 
Tickets which are not picked up in will-call or are otherwise not 
redeemed at the event are considered as used or forfeited and no 
refund or exchange will be provided.

		
		  Scan code for digital version of the program: 



  Scan the code for a digital program.

CREATE
When you subscribe to

The Iola Register, you help us

A MORE CONNECTED
COMMUNITY
WHERE
EACH
STORY
ABOUT

our children,
our towns,
our businesses,
our lives are part of our
    larger story,
our communi�’s story.

Because in a world full of news, what’s close to home matters most.

READ LOCAL.
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Visit iolaregister.com/subscribe
to check our special offers or scan the QR Code.



Upcoming Events

Mummenschanz

MIWA MATREYEK
INFINITELY YOURS
5.1.2026 | 7 PM

 

Jennylou and the 
Buckaroos 

SOLD OUT
4.18.2026 | 7 PM

SLEEPER FAMILY 
TRUST  

SPEAKER SERIES

MUSIC SERIES

RECITAL SERIES

Mummenschanz

SONGS & STORIES
WITH JENN & EMILY
3.28.2026 | 7 PM


